PRIVILEGES 


Did  you  know  that 


and/or 


The  Vehicle  Emissions  Inspection  Law 
requires  mandatory  vehicle  emissions 
testing  in  the  ozone  non-attainment 
areas  of  both  Northeastern  and  Metro 
East  Illinois. 

1 .  How  do  I  find  the  location  of  the 
nearest  vehicle  emissions  test 
facility? 

The  locations  and  wait  time  hotline 
telephone  numbers  are  included  in 
the  vehicle  emissions  test  notices. 
You  can  also  call  (847)758-3400  from 
8:30  am  -  5:00  p.m.  Monday 
through  Friday,  or  visit  the  Illinois 
Environmental  Protection  Agency 
(IEPA)  website,  www.epa.state.il.us 
and  go  to  Vehicle  Emissions  Testing. 

2.  What  happens  if  I  receive  a  test 
notice  for  a  vehicle  I  no  longer  own? 

Complete  the  postcard  and  mail  it 
back  to  the  Illinois  Environmental 
Protection  Agency  (IEPA).  It  is 
important  that  you  don’t  disregard 
the  legal  notices  sent  to  you  by  the 
IEPA  and  the  Secretary  of  State. 

3.  My  driving  privileges  have  been 
suspended.  How  long  will  it  take  to 
get  my  driving  privileges  restored 
once  the  vehicle  has  complied? 


After  the  vehicle  has  complied  with 
emissions  testing  or  you  have 
provided  acceptable  information  as 
to  why  the  vehicle  cannot  be 
presented  for  the  test,  allow  three 
working  days  for  the  suspension  to 
clear.  You  can  check  whether  the 
suspension  has  been  cleared  by 
calling  the  Secretary  of  State’s  toll 
free  number  (800)252-8980. 

4.  My  license  plates  have  been 
suspended  for  failure  to  comply  with 
the  emissions  law.  How  do  I  get  my 
vehicle  tested? 

If  your  license  plates  have  been 
suspended,  you  must  obtain  a  5-day 
permit  from  any  full  service  Secretary 
of  State  driver’s  license  facility  to 
legally  operate  the  vehicle  to  get  it 
tested. 

You  will  also  need  to  provide  the 
Vehicle  Inspection  Report  from  the 
emissions  test  station  if  you  need  to 
renew  the  registration. 

5.  Repairs  have  been  done  on  my 
vehicle,  but  it  still  does  not  pass  the 
emissions  test.  What  can  I  do? 


Contact  a  Customer  Service 
Representative  at  any  emissions  test 
facility  regarding  the  following: 

a.  You  may  be  eligible  to  apply  for 
a  waiver  if  your  vehicle  has  failed 
two  or  more  emissions  tests,  has 
shown  improvements  over  the 
initial  failure  in  the  most  recent 
test  reading  and  you  have  spent 
at  least  $450  on  emission  related 
repairs. 

b.  You  may  be  eligible  to  apply  for 
an  Economic  Hardship  Extension 
if  the  income  of  the  registered 
owner(s)  does  not  exceed  1 50% 
of  the  Federal  Poverty  Guidelines. 

6.  Does  my  vehicle  need  to  be  tested  if 
it  is  a  show  or  race  car? 

Vehicles  can  be  exempted  from 
emissions  testing  if  a  show  car 
affidavit  is  completed  and  proof  of 
proper  insurance  is  provided  to  the 
IEPA.  To  request  a  show  car  affidavit, 
please  call  (21 7)524-7878  or  visit  the 
IEPA  website  www.epa.state.il.us  for 
a  copy  of  the  affidavit. 

7.  Are  old  vehicles  required  to  have  an 
emissions  test? 


Contact  a  Customer  Service 
Representative  at  any  emissions  test 
facility  regarding  the  following: 

a.  You  may  be  eligible  to  apply  for 
a  waiver  if  your  vehicle  has  failed 
two  or  more  emissions  tests,  has 
shown  improvements  over  the 
initial  failure  in  the  most  recent 
test  reading  and  you  have  spent 
at  least  $450  on  emission  related 
repairs. 

b.  You  may  be  eligible  to  apply  for 
an  Economic  Hardship  Extension 
if  the  income  of  the  registered 
owner(s)  does  not  exceed  1 50% 
of  the  Federal  Poverty  Guidelines. 

6.  Does  my  vehicle  need  to  be  tested  if 
it  is  a  show  or  race  car? 

Vehicles  can  be  exempted  from 
emissions  testing  if  a  show  car 
affidavit  is  completed  and  proof  of 
proper  insurance  is  provided  to  the 
IEPA.  To  request  a  show  car  affidavit 
please  call  (21 7)524-7878  or  visit  the 
IEPA  website  www.epa.state.il.us  for 
a  copy  of  the  affidavit. 

7.  Are  old  vehicles  required  to  have  an 
emissions  test? 


Vehicles  of  model  year  1967  or  older 
are  exempt.  Older  vehicles  from 
model  year  1 968  -  1 980  continue  to 
receive  the  idle  emissions  test. 
However,  vehicles  that  have  antique 
license  plates  issued  by  the 
Secretary  of  State  are  exempt  from 
emissions  testing. 

8.  Can  I  get  my  vehicle  tested  if  it  is 
registered  in  another  state  or  if  it  is 
not  otherwise  required  to  be  tested 
in  Illinois? 

Illinois  will  test  vehicles  registered  in 
another  state  or  outside  the  test 
area.  These  ‘‘voluntary"  tests  cost 
$20.00.  Vouchers  for  this  purpose 
can  be  purchased  in  the  office  of 
any  emissions  test  station. 

9.  Is  there  any  consumer  protection 
available  in  Illinois? 

Illinois  law  requires  repair  shops  to 
make  specific  disclosures  to 
consumers  and  prohibits  certain 
unlawful  practices.  For  additional 
information  you  may  contact  the 
Illinois  Attorney  General's  office  at 
(31 2)81 4-3000  or  (800)386-5438  in 
Chicago,  or  (618)529-6400  or 
(800)243-0607  in  the  Metro  East  St. 
Louis  area. 
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For  additional  information  regarding 
the  Vehicle  Emissions  Test  Program 
contact  us  at: 

Illinois  Environmental  Protection 
Agency 
Bureau  of  Air 

Division  of  Vehicle  Inspection  and 
Maintenance 

1021  North  Grand  Avenue  East 
P.O.  Box  19275 
Springfield,  IL  62794-9275 

Or  visit  the  IEPA  website  at  - 

www.epa.state.il.us 
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